


2

lots of sand will drain quickly but will not hold the 
soluble nutrients required for plant growth in the root 
zone. Heavy clay soils hold nutrients but offer poor 
aeration and may become water logged. Have your 
soil tested before you begin gardening, and adjust  
pH and nutrients the season before, if possible.

Avoid sites composed of ‘fill dirt’. Fill usually consists 
of subsoil, rocks, and debris and is low in fertility.  
Also avoid locating the garden on a site where 
buildings with lead paint have stood; soil lead may  
be present in toxic amounts.

If you are unsure about your chosen location, have 
the soil tested for lead content, or have tissue 
analysis done on some leafy vegetables. A study 
on the levels of heavy metals in city gardens, and 
recommendations on how to deal with them, is 
available through the Ecology Action Centre  
ecologyaction.ca/content/urban-garden-project.

The Halifax Urban Soil Guide also has useful 
information on how to deal with pesticide residues 
and heavy metals in urban soils. It is available at: 

ecologyaction.ca/files/images/file/Food/
urbansoilguide.pdf 

Accessibility
Locate the garden so that it is easily accessible, 
both to you and to vehicles that may deliver needed 
materials such as soil or compost. Watch for hidden 
obstructions like tree roots, shallow boulders, and 
utility lines. 

Shared gardening tools should be stored onsite and 
made accessible to the community group. A small 
shed secured with a combination lock works well. 

Almost all sites will require some irrigation during the 
growing season. Locate the garden near a good and 
accessible source of water or make plans for setting 
up rain barrels or having water brought to the site. 

Consider constructing some waist-high raised 
garden beds for those with limited mobility. A maze 
of pathways around garden beds, pole tent trellises 
or a designated children’s garden will also make the 
garden inviting for young and old to share.

Unfortunately, there is always a risk of vandalism 
in a public garden. Having the garden visible from 
neighbouring houses and streets will help deter 
vandals.

Vehicle access is critical if you  
are purchasing compost or other 
materials in bulk.  
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Heavier clay soils require extra  
care if they are to maintain  
their structure. 
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This community garden has a  
secure tool shed conveniently  
located at the garden site.
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