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formation of a compaction layer that will inhibit root 
growth. 

Just prior to planting, break up large clods of soil and 
rake the bed level. Small-seeded vegetables germinate 

best in smooth, fine-surfaced soil. Do not pulverize 
the seedbed by over tilling. This destroys the structure 
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Activity
Familiarize yourself with soil improving products
Use the table to list five of the soil amendments presented in this factsheet, particularly those that  
address issues you may have in your garden soil. Note what soil condition(s) the amendment is used for.  
Look for sources of these amendments; gardening stores, catalogues, websites, local farmers, etc. 
 Also note the cost of each amendment.

Amendment Use Available from Cost

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.


