
Principles and Guidelines for Determining Academic Term Dates  

(Formerly called Academic Term Dates Principles) 

Principles: 

• An appropriate balance must be struck between instruction time, reflection time, break periods 
and exam scheduling for optimal learning, performance, and well-being.  

• Students should have appropriate access and opportunity to receive advising and assistance 





timing of breaks due to longer program structures and to ensure alignment with clinic and rotational 
schedules. 

Summer Term 

1. dŚĞථĨƵůů�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ ƚĞƌŵ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ϭϮ�ǁĞĞŬƐ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ͘�tŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ůŝŵŝƚƐ͕ථǁŚĞƌĞ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĂůĂŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂǇƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĞĞŬ͕�DŽŶĚĂǇ�ƚŽ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĨŽƌථŝŶ-person and/or online 
synchronous instruction.ථ  
 
Rationale: dŚŝƐථĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚථĞŶƐƵƌĞƐ�Ăůů�ĐŽƵƌƐĞƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞථĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�
ĐŽƵƌƐĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ƐǇŶĐŚƌŽŶŽƵƐ�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ͕�ƚŚĞථƐĂŵĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ĚĂǇƐථǁŝƚŚථŶŽ�ůŽƐƐ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�
ŚŽůŝĚĂǇƐ͘ථ�dŚŝƐ�ǁŝůů�ďƌŝŶŐථŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶĐǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ schedule.ථ  
 
2. In the full summer term, classes begin on the first Monday in May.  
 
Rationale: To meet the full set of principles, the full summer term must begin as early as possible 
in May.  
 
3. EŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚථŽŶĞථĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌ�ĚĂǇ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�the end of classes in the full summer 
term 



6. Within the summer term, there will be two half terms (A and B) of approximately seven weeks 
long each, including instruction, examinations, and statutory holidays.  Within each half term, three-
week courses may be scheduled.  
 
Rationale: To increase the ability for students to complete program requirements, the summer term 
includes two half terms with concentrated course offerings as determined by individual Faculties.  The 


