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It is unusual to need/be able to get consent from people who participated in previous research. 
But sometimes it is possible and necessary. This template will not fit every imaginable study, as 
different types of studies require different details. Adapt it to fit your research. Feel free to cut 
and paste from any example in this document. 
 

CONSENT FORM 
[Template #4:  Secondary use of existing research data]  

 
 
Project Title:  
 
Lead researcher:  
Name, affiliation and contact information  
 
Other researchers:  
Names, affiliations and contact information. Include student supervisor if applicable  
 
Funding provided by: If the study is funded, state name and description of the funder here 
 
[Versioning: After receiving ethics approval, add the date of approval and the consent form 
version number in the footer. The first approved version is v1.0. If subsequent amendments to 
the consent form are requested and approved, the date of approval and version number (e.g. 
v2.0) must be updated.]  
 
 
Introduction 
State clearly that this is research and participation is voluntary.  
Example: “We invite you to take part in a research study being conducted [Lead Researcher] 
who is a [student, postdoc, researcher] at Dalhousie. Taking part in the research or not is 
entirely your choice. There will be no impact on [your studies/your employment/your 
performance evaluation/the services you receive] if you decide not to participate in the 
research. The information below tells you about what is involved in the research, what you will 
be asked to do and about any benefit, risk, inconvenience or discomfort that you might 
experience.  
 
You should discuss any questions you have about this study with [researcher name].  Please ask 
as many questions as you like. If you have questions later, please contact [Lead Researcher 
Name].” 
  
Purpose and Outline of the Research Study 
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This section briefly explains the overall approach of the study in plain language, and what the 
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been conducted in [place and place] we may find that people here are _________ compared 
with the other two groups. This may [have repercussions].” 
 
How information will be protected: 
Privacy: I
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